Bath Town Board Meeting
Public Hearing for Rabies Control Law Local Law #2 of 2024
Public Hearing for Persons with Disabilities Local Law #3 of 2024

Date and Time:	March 11, 2024			7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room			Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Joshua Buck; Town Councilperson’s Dustin Buck, Hal
			Bailey, David Wager, John Lysyczyn; Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires

Also Present:		Deputy Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe; Highway Superintendent, Alan 
			Trenchard; Deputy Highway Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Planning 
			Board Chairman, James Hopkins; Planning Board Member George 
			McKinley; Steuben County Legislator Nicholas Pelham; Dog Control 
			Officer, Carl Tuttle

Supervisor Buck opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Town Attorney Jeffrey Squires opened the Public Hearing for Local Law #2 of 2024, the Rabies Control Law. This Law is to amend the Code of the Town of Bath, to amend Chapter 54, Dogs, adding Article II, Rabies Control. This law is at the request of the Dog Control Officer for the purpose of adding a section to the Code Book providing for people to ensure that they have their dogs vaccinated against Rabies.
Penalties for Offenses:
	
Every person violating the provisions of this local law, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of an offense punishable by a fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). Each day a violation occurs is considered a separate offense and may be charged as such separate violation.

When the hearing was open to discussion some concern was raised that the wrong section was referenced, and the law seems redundant as it just restates what New York State Ag & Markets already has in place for State Laws regarding dogs and dog control. 

Public Hearing for Local Law #2 for 2024 was closed at 7:04pm.

Town Attorney Jeffrey Squires opened the Public Hearing for Local Law #3 of 2024, the Exemption for Persons with Disabilities.
This law will raise the exemption amount from $22,500.00 to $35,000.00 for persons with disabilities effective March 2024.

No public commented on the proposed law.
Public Hearing for Local Law #3 of 2024 was closed at 7:05pm.



Supervisor Buck opened the regular meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:05pm.

Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to approve the minutes from February 12, 2024.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

New Business:

Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to approve the Supervisor’s Report.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

Resolution #24-19
Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Wager to transfer funds from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $71.25
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

Resolution #24-20
Motion made by Councilperson Wager, seconded by Councilperson Lysyczyn to review, and approve revised Town of Bath Credit Card Policy.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

The Bath Town Board discussed the agreement for Shared Service with Steuben County Department of Public Works. The agreement was tabled for next months meeting to give the Board more time to review the policy in question.







Resolution #24-21
Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Supervisor Buck to approve training at The Desmond Hotel in Albany NY, from April 21, 2024 through April 24, 2024 for Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

There was money budgeted for the Town Clerk to attend the New York State Town Clerk’s Conference. The Town Clerk requested for the Deputy Town Clerk to attend as it is training for new and existing clerks, and an opportunity for said Clerks to obtain a Notary Public.


Old Business:

The Town Board revisited the discussion for using the old landfill for brush and tree stumps. Jason Causer was contacted in the Village of Bath and revealed that there is no contract with the Village of Bath to pay for stump grinding, it is a pay as used service. The Bath Town Board agreed to use the old landfill site as a spoils area for the Town and Highway only. There will be a gate added to the entrance and a sign stating no dumping.

Department Reports:

Assessor Report:		Supervisor Buck gave the Assessor’s Report. The Assessor put in 148 hours in the month of February and drove 28 miles. She is continuing to work on exemptions and all seems to be going well.

Planning Board:		Bath Town Planning Board Chairman James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. William and Jessica Naylor submitted a Short Environmental Assessment Form to the Planning Board to operate a small engine repair business in their garage. The Planning Board approved the Short Environmental Assessment form. The 27th Annual Regional Leadership Conference is set to take place on April 4, 2024 at Corning Community College. The cost is $75.00 per person. There are several members of the Town Planning Board and Councilperson’s interested in attending the training. The cost for all interested parties to attend is $300.00

Code Officer Report:		Councilperson Lysyczyn gave the Code Officer’s Report. Code Officer James Northup worked 135 hours in February, and drove 117 miles. There have been three (3) resumes turned in for the Code Enforcement Officer job listing. The Bath Town Board decided to interview all three (3) applicants and Councilperson’s Lysyczyn and Wager will be conducting the interviews.

Highway Report:		Highway Superintendent Alan Trenchard gave the Highway Report. All equipment has had routine maintenance and there were 7 call outs from January 8th through February 12th, 2024.

Village of Savona:		There was no one present to give the Village of Savona report.

Historian:			There was nothing to report for the Historian.

Dog Control Officer:		Councilperson Bailey gave the D.C.O. report. Carl Tuttle passed the inspection of his kennels for the Town of Bath.

Town Attorney:		Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires reported that all he had for this month’s meeting were the two (2) Local Laws for 2024.

Resolution #24-22
Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to approve Local Law #2 of 2024, the Rabies Control Law with the change from section 114 to section 113 (typo in original copy)
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck 		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

Resolution #24-23
Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Supervisor Buck to accept Local Law #3 of 2024 the Exemption for Persons with Disabilities law.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye


Village of Bath:		Councilperson Wager gave the Village of Bath report. Councilperson Wager reported that the grant permit for the new Fire Truck has been submitted.

Village of Savona:		There was no one present from the Village of Savona.

Steuben County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator Nicholas Pelham gave the County Legislature report. The EMS program should be up and running by fall. The County is still working on hiring the necessary personnel to fill the required positions and getting everything settled with New York State. Steuben County did vote to enter the class action lawsuit to help fight the companies creating the PFAS chemicals for the contamination issues.


Board Assignments:

Joshua Buck:			There was a meeting with NYMIR insurance last week. An inspection of the Highway Department was performed and everything went well. 
The Assessor asked for Board approval for attending Training on March 13, 2024 from 9am-12:00, which will give her three (3) credits.

Resolution #24-24
Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey for Town Assessor to attend training seminar on March 13, 2024 from 9:00am-12:00pm
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

The Assessor also asked to attend a training class at Alfred State College for obtaining a Notary Public. The cost is $125.00 for the class plus travel fees.

Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Wager to approve the Notary Public Training Class at Alfred State College with the stipulation that it must already be in the budget.
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Nay
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye

Dustin Buck:			Disaster Plan: If there is any emergency in the Town of Bath that the Town cannot handle then Steuben County steps in to assist. If the County is unequipped to handle the emergency, then New York State takes over the situation. The Receiver of Taxes is still busy and collecting taxes. The amount of taxes collected is $5,863,897.86. The Fire Department is hosting Bingo on March 18, 2024 at 5:30pm. The current fire truck has had $10,580.91 worth of repairs over the last four (4) years, minus normal maintenance that a new truck would have. It was suggested that the Town talks to the Village of Bath and the Highway Department to discuss doing some of the minor maintenance on the Fire Truck to help cut costs. Fire Chief, Mike Fiordo asked why 911 calls the Fire Department for down trees. He is asking that the FD not be called unless the trees are down on “lines.”

John Lysyczyn:		The Town has received one (1) sealed bid for the Cemetery Lawn Mowing. The deadline for turning in bids for the Cemetery mowing is March 20, 2024 at 1:00pm. There was no monthly meeting for the Sewer Project due to complications. There will be a monthly meeting on Thursday, March 14, 2024 at 2:00pm. 



Hal Bailey:			The Village of Savona Fire Department is buying new cameras; they will cost $9000.00. The Fire Department is also setting up a reserve fund for the new turnout gear that must be replaced every so often. The Village passed a Local Law to override the tax cap just in case they need it. Wednesday March 13, and Wednesday March 27, 2024, Benedict Memorial Library will host senior coffee hours from 10:00am-11:00am; on Saturday March 23,2024 from 1:00pm-2:00pm Family Bingo at the Library. The Library board meeting will be on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 from 12:00pm-2:00pm.

David Wager:			The Kanona Fire Department will host a Roast Beef dinner on April 6, 2024. The Fire Chief attended a seminar on the Solar Eclipse that will take place on Monday, April 8, 2024 between 2:00pm-2:40pm. The Pilot Truck Stop is putting in some E.V Charging stations. 

Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Wager to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye


February 2024
Fund:			Claim #:				Abstract #:		Amount:
   A			   38					   4			   $26,198.00

March 2024
Fund:			Claim #:				Abstract#:		Amount:
   A			   39-59				   5			   $21,291.25
   B			   10-15				   4			   $809.05
   DA			   24-38    				   4			   $18,880.68
   DB    		   30-42				   4			   $35,724.83
   SF			   3-4					   3			   $41,732.75
   SL-1			   5-6					   3			   $476.06
   H			   4-5					   3			   $54,889.46

Grand Total:										   $200,002.08

Public Comment:

The biggest concern for the People of Bath is the spreading of sludge on local fields, and the spreading of PFAS chemicals in the Town of Bath. Some of the residents have had water testing done and plan to report their findings to the Town of Bath.

Executive Session:

The Bath Town Board entered executive session at 8:08PM.

The Bath Town Board resumed the Public Meeting at 8:20PM

Motion made by Supervisor Buck, seconded by Councilperson Buck to give the Town Clerk a raise to the annual salary of $3000.00, effective as of April 2024
Adopted:			Councilperson Wager		Aye
				Councilperson Bailey		Aye
				Councilperson Buck		Aye
				Councilperson Lysyczyn	Aye
				Supervisor Buck		Aye


Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to adjourn the meeting of the Bath Town Board at 8:29PM
Passed Unanimously.




									         Respectfully Submitted,
									                   Terra Thorpe
									                Bath Town Clerk
			




























 		
				

		
