Bath Town Board Meeting
Public Hearing/Regular Meeting

Date and Time:	January 13, 2025				7:00PM
Place:			Town Board Room				Municipal Building

Present:		Town Supervisor, Joshua Buck; Town Councilpersons, David Wager,
 			Hal Bailey, Dustin Buck, John Lysyczyn; Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires;
			Deputy Town Supervisor, Thomas Thorpe III;
Also Present:		Highway Superintendent, Alan Trenchard; Deputy Highway 
			Superintendent, Greg Buckley; Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins;
			Planning Board Member, Mike Palermo; Town Justice, Vern Anderson; 
			Steuben County Legislators, Nicholas Pelham, Kelly Fitzpatrick; Dog 
			Control Officer, Carl Tuttle; Code Enforcement Officer, Dan Peterson;
List of Public Attached.

Supervisor Buck opened the Public Hearing of the Bath Town Board at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires opened the Public Hearing for Local Law #1 for 2025, the Alternative Veterans Exemption. Local Law to amend the Bath Town Code to increase the alternate Veterans Exemptions from the current values to the values that the legislature has made available and which the County has adopted. The basic exemption goes from $6000.00 to $18,000.00; the combat exemption is being raised from $4000.00 to $12,000.00, and the service-connected disability is increased from $20,000.00 to $60,000.00.

Supervisor Buck closed the Public Hearring at 7:01PM.

Supervisor Buck opened the Regular Meeting of the Bath Town Board at 7:01PM.


Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Wager to accept the minutes from January 2, 2025 for the Public Hearing, and the Regular Board Meeting.
Approved:		David Wager			Aye
			Hal Bailey			Aye
			Dustin Buck			Aye
			John Lysyczyn			Aye
			Joshua Buck			Aye
New Business:
Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to accept the Supervisor’s Report.
Approved;		David Wager			Aye
			Hal Bailey			Aye
			Dustin Buck			Aye
			John Lysyczyn			Aye	
			Joshua Buck			Aye

Resolution #25-08
Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Wager to transfer from A-2590 Landfill Fees to A-1410.4 Town Clerk Contractual in the amount of $199.50.
Adopted:		David Wager			Aye
			Hal Bailey			Aye
			Dustin Buck			Aye
			John Lysyczyn			Aye
			Joshua Buck			Aye

Mr. Scott Sprague gave a presentation for Risk Management Insurance. He works in Risk Management for Steuben County. There will be further discussion with Mr. Sprague in September 2025 when the Town of Bath starts the Budget process for the next fiscal year. 

Old Business:

Councilperson Lysyczyn spoke about the ARPA Funds. Hunt Engineers is preparing the contract for Supervisor Buck to sign. All the ARPA Funds have been allocated and are now spent.

Department Reports:

Assessor:	Supervisor Buck gave the Assessor’s Report. The assessor worked 138.5 hours and drove zero miles in December of 2024.

Planning Board:	Planning Board Chairman, James Hopkins gave the Planning Board Report. The Planning Board Members have been speaking with candidates for the open position on the Town Planning Board. No final decisions have been made at this time.

Code Enforcement:	Councilperson Lysyczyn gave the Code Enforcement Officer’s Report. The C.E.O. issued two (2) building permits, one (1) Certificate of Occupancy, performed 16 construction inspections, performed two (2) fire safety/health inspections, investigated 11 complaints, issued three (3) orders of remedy and one (1) flood plain investigation. He worked 150 hours and traveled 333 miles.
C.E.O, Dan Peterson reported that the Scudder Road Solar Farm is hooked up to NYSEG and the fence is up. Momentum, retention pond is in, the scales are set and inspected and buildings are going up.

Highway Superintendent:	Highway Superintendent, Alan Trenchard gave the Highway report. The roads are being plowed and sanded when needed. All equipment has had routine maintenance. The 2024 International 1 Ton truck has been in service for three (3) weeks and the new Volvo 10Wheeler is at Valley Fab and work has been started on the truck but it will still be six (6) to eight (8) weeks before it can be put into service.

Dog Control Officer:	Dog Control Officer, Carl Tuttle gave the D.C.O. report. The D.C.O. investigated 10 complaints, two (2) strays, one (1) barking, one (1) unlicensed, one (1) warning, two (2) at large, four (4) seized. 25 dogs returned to other shelters, 45 dogs returned to owners, 12 dogs were euthanized for a total of 86 dogs seized in 2024. He had 274 miles for the month of December.

Town Attorney:	Town Attorney, Jeffrey Squires presented Local Law #1 of 2025, Alternative Veterans Exemptions to be passed.

Resolution #25-09

Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Lysyczyn to adopt Local Law #1 of 2025-Alternative Veterans Exemptions.
Adopted:		Councilperson Wager			Aye
			Councilperson Bailey			Aye
			Councilperson Buck			Aye
			Councilperson Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye

Attorney Squires reported that Hunt engineers has been in contact regarding work permits for grinder pumps for the Lake Salubria Sewer Project, and paperwork is out for easements for Green Acres and the school and the project is moving forward.

County Legislature:	Steuben County Legislator, Kelly Fitzpatrick reported that additional funding has been authorized for Soil and Water to do some additional stream bank projects. Contracts with different Humane Societies are being approved. The Humane Societies handle animals for animal cruelty cases and fund some programs in Hornell with the jail that are meant to help rehabilitate inmates and pets, and there is also a trap, spay, and neuter program that the County helps to fund. The County provides some funding to the United Way for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, which provides books to children in the County. The Hazzard Mitigation Plan is being updated. There has been an RFP putout to find a consultant to help with the update. Local Municipalities will be required to participate in the Hazzard Mitigation Process and that there will be grant funding available. There are many reasons that have been given as to why the 2025 Town and County Tax bills were delivered late to residents. The reasons vary from equipment problems to individual Town Budgets.

Board Assignments:

Joshua Buck:		Nothing to report.

Dustin Buck:		There were 590 calls for 2024.

John Lysyczyn:	D.E.C. has requested physical copy of the plans from Hunt Engineers regarding the Lake Salubria Sewer Project. Hunt says that this means that the D.E.C. is getting ready to approve the plans for the project. There will be a bid opening in March or April. Ahead of the bid opening a public meeting will be held to discuss with residents who needs grinder pumps and all of the ins and outs of that, who needs electrical updates, and costs associated with the Lake Salubria Project.
Hal Bailey:	The Savona Fire Department has had four (4) calls for 2025 so far. The library will be hosting Senior Coffee every Saturday from 9:30-10:30.

David Wager:	He missed the last Kanona Fire Department meeting.

Motion made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Lysyczyn to pay the invoices as follows:
Adopted:		Councilperson Wager			Aye
			Councilperson Bailey			Aye
			Councilperson Buck			Aye
			Councilperson Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye		

January
Fund:			Claim#:				Abstract#:		Total:
A			1-14					1			24,671.16
B			1-4					1			714.71
DA			1-7					1			7,836.85
DB			1-21					1			29,830.67
SF			1-2					1			41,732.75
SL-1			1-2					1			440.55
H			1					1			957.00
Grand Total:										$106183.69

Supervisor Buck closed the Public Meeting, and entered Executive Session at 7:30PM to discuss personnel decisions. 

Supervisor Buck closed the Executive Session and reopened the Public Meeting at 7:56PM.

Code Officer, Daniel Peterson has requested that his office hours be reduced from five (5) days a week to four (4) days a week as these are slow for him. He will be working for days and getting paid for four (4) days.

Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to change the Code Enforcement Officer hours to work four (4) days and get paid for four (4) days (Fridays off) during the months of January and February.
Adopted:		Councilperson Wager			Aye
			Councilperson Bailey			Aye
			Councilperson Buck			Aye
			Councilperson Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye




Motion made by Supervisor Buck, seconded by Councilperson Wager to reduce the hours for the position of bookkeeper from 37 hours to 32 hours a week, with no reduction in pay, with being available for on call hours on Fridays.
Adopted:		Councilperson Wager			Aye		
			Councilperson Bailey			Aye
			Councilperson Buck			Aye
			Councilperson Lysyczyn		Aye
			Supervisor Buck			Aye
					

Motion made by Councilperson Lysyczyn, seconded by Councilperson Wager to adjourn the meeting of the Bath Town Board.
Passed Unanimously.


									          Respectfully Submitted
										        Terra Thorpe
										     Bath Town Clerk
 

